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Happy Saint Valentine's Month!!!
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Whispir spoke outloud more than any horse we have ever
had! He always had a lot to say & here, he is sending everyone a special Valentine message! He declares
that love is what makes our hearts go round! He also knows the special holiday began at least as long ago
as the 8™ century. The name "Valentine" derives from valens: which means worthy, strong & powerful
“just like ME” says Whispir. He was ‘fast as the wind’ like his father who won more than $700,000 on the

racetrack. Although Whispir was a winner, he preferred the showring & loved to be admired.




What’s in a color?

Over the years, we have housed many species in many shades. The
Siamese cat colors are fun & rather unique. Although there are only 4 colors officially recognized by the
major registries, there is quite a bit of variation, usually caused by crossbreeding.

The names may be familiar to some, but | fondly call our mixed breeds - ‘mutt-point’!

Seal Point - dark brown points, almost black, creamy body. Chocolate Point - milk chocolate points, pale
ivory body. Blue Point - slate-gray points, white body which often darkens with age. Lilac Point - pale gray
points with a hint of pink, contrasting white body. Variations: Red or Flame Point - reddish-orange points.
Cream Point - light cream points. Cinnamon Point - warm, reddish-brown points. Tortie Point - mixed
colors, typically patches of cream & darker shades. Tabby Point - traditional tabby with color points.

All purebreds have blue eyes. Kittens are born white or cream, their points developing as they grow.




Did you wonder what these fellows were discussing? Well, here are a
few photos to catch you up! Animals are so highly intelligent — much more so than the general public

acknowledges. You may have seen your own critters recognize a friend’s vehicle or a box of treats by
sight. They also ‘read’ labels so our family knows all about Darwin’s, horse grains &... Chewy!

: “So Sky, do you think there are German Horse Muffins in here for us?
Or possibly any of our great Finish Line supplements to keep us young!”

“I'd rather believe BOTH, Bhenn. Yum & Fun all in one box!! It's the wrong
size for the dogs, | already asked.”

% “Hey Thorre, how do | get a scarf?? Sky said they got a box!”



“Hey guys, | don’t think this one has horse stuffs. I'm gettin’ a ‘khatt vibe’.

“ “Never mind. They just sent an empty box this time...”
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“l did find this tho. It says ‘dog’ but hey, they eat our stuff... Or maybe we can trade?”

“Hey BoB, lookie! It's not eats but it's pretty fluffy — | bet THIS is ours! And |
thought Chewy only sent food! | look better in black; do you think you can get them to order black?”



A In Switzerland it is illegal to have only one guinea pig, one parrot or
a single goldflsh As a country, they recognize animals are sentient beings who can be social, sad, or
lonely. For decades, science (as wonderful as it is in so many ways) has done animals a great
disservice. Over time, some groups & many individuals noted pets, livestock or wildlife reacted in
ways scientists could not explain. The only conclusion becomes that they ‘know’.

Ever wonder what others think?

As early as the 1600s animals were recognized by philosophers as sentient beings. 1824 William
Wilberforce’s Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was the world's 1st animal protection
organization. 1835 British Parliament Cruelty to Animal Act outlawed blood sports. 1850 Franch law
criminalized public mistreatment of animals. 1876 UK Cruelty to Animals Act was the 1st national
legislation to regulate animal experimentation. 1992 Switzerland was the 1st country to include animal
protections in its constitution.

As of November 2019, 32 countries formally recognize non-human animals as sentient. The United
States is not one of them... | hope we all do our part to improve animal welfare throughout the world!

At our sanctuary, families are picked by the animals. Many equine colics are caused by duress &
much of that duress is caused by separation from loved ones or trusted friends. Our wild snakes visit
the dogs regularly; feral cats tame themselves by deciding our house is safer & more comfortable
from the inside. Birds fly in to build nests indoors & of course our readers are familiar with opossum &
armadillo tales. When | rescued 9 male Betta fish, | gave them all tank companions. Ghost shrimp,
Black Mollies, Neons, & of course each had 2 snails to confer with. From withering aging fish, they
revived to the brilliant colors they were born to have. They knew their names, greeted me, dogs, cats,
house birds & human visitors eagerly.

As avid animal lovers, a fitting birthday month for Abra, Mom & Lynn, Mhara, Khara & many others...
If you were born into this lovely world in the time of Valentines — a very happy day to you!

Such a special month for me as well. February 13" (our lucky number) Amik came into my life. Our
baby donkey Vhalintinoh was born on the 14™. Vhalhintinah, a rescued Rhode Island Red hen was
given to me on that day — to save her life, which | did. We are sending virtual hearts & flowers to all
our dedicated followers!!!



Back by popular demand! | had requests for more sanctuary frog-life! First, let me thank those of you
who comment & give me feedback. Interacting with readers is as fun as putting an issue together. It also
makes me dig into my archives, which soothes my soul - so happy to share. Well, you asked for them!
Here are some more George pictures taken by me with my flip-phone (yes, they do still exist) in my
kitchen, hence calling our ‘knot’, kitchen frogs! Of course, individually, in keeping with my personal

tradition, each are known as George.

Several Georges like to ride but this particular fellow was determined to do it right! His early attempts
were great & rather funny. Then he took a break to observe, contemplating conformation, way-of-going,
speed of travel, etc & the final image is quite an excellent position!! The foal can see where he is going,
move all limbs freely while George is in no danger of being dislodged. Quite impressive, | dare say. In over
50 years as an instructor, this George caught on so fast | cannot take credit. This is an innate gift for this
particular George. By the way, for those who may be interested, this is not the same George who likes to
check out our essential oils & flower remedies. To each their own! At Equestrian Spirits we pride
ourselves in letting our residents ‘redefine their lives’. Horseback riding tree frogs are only a portion of the
ingenious ways critters find their calling — or their peace...

Tho all our frogs are George, this should be a Georgette. She does not eat the cat
treats normally keptin this jar, but she would like us to fill it & leave the top open to attract bugs for her
treat! We don’t collect bugs on purpose, but she is respected for her creative thought.

Frog groups are usually called ‘army’ for a large group or ‘colony’, often with hundreds of thousands. So
we use ‘knot’, typically less than 100. We love our frogs & thoroughly enjoy, but we do NOT have anywhere
near 100 frogs in our kitchen! (just fyi - lol).



Next month: how a pet is like a ballet? And who is Durzo?

‘Cel it nevern be said that T remained silenlt
when they needed me - witiam Witbeyorce 1833

Please consider a holiday donation for Whispir’s Valentine or Save the Animals at:
www.EquestrianSpirits.ORG. A Valentine wish for all our animal residents to share the
hearts & the love. Funded only thru donations, all proceeds are used only for animals.

Help mend broken hearts & damaged bodies as they find a path to ‘redefine their lives’...

Newsletter for Equestrian Spirits, Inc. 501(c)(3) EIN: 35-2384797 (863) 368-0775
www.Eques’CrianSPirits.ORG P.O. Box 237 - Morriston, Florida 32668

Very sincerely, and in the spirit of all who have gone on before me...

many thanks for your interest - Laurie L. Wolf
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