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IN LIKE 4 LION!

And with it comes friendship, dreams & memories. With it comes romping — or watching friends romp.
With it comes kindred spirits... ... & photo bombs!




Many people inquire where | get the pictures for our newsletters & Feather Sound News stories. Well,
they are all ours unless otherwise noted. They are not stock internet photos & many are taken with
my flip-phone as | wander about. Most flowers are current to the month they are featured & although |
have missed many magical moments, many others have successfully been captured.

One of our tack rooms, trailer & more silly bucket tricks! At the morning meal that distant feed tub was
up against the fenceline. Now barely visible, someone has carried it to the grass line!

Last month we asked about Durzo! Well, the rooster with the cool name is best friends with a dog! We
call him Thorre’s Durzo - where on earth did that name come from? Same place the majority of our
rabbit, hen & rooster names come from... company representatives who answer my phone calls with
greetings & their really neat names! Durzo was one of those fellows!! When he answered my call | got
all excited. We had a new rooster who wanted a name. | usually let them choose from my list if they
don’t already have a moniker they want to be known by. When | spoke with human Durzo | knew
immediately that rooster wanted to share his name, so Durzo it was. Although a very rare surname,
throughout history there are a few British, French, Italian, Slovic, Germanic & even Iberian
references. Our Durzo said it was an Irish family name he shared with his father, dating to 1475! The
Latin root ‘ursus’ means ‘bear’, implying strength & stealth. Good strong name for a rooster protecting
his flock! So now we know of 3 actual Durzo’s. 2 humans & a rooster!
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Roosters may not lay eggs, but they do make babies! The 6 color variety eggs are from our special ‘color
laying hens’. The egg mosaic is not my picture; | just happen to love the ‘lay-out’ (lol) showing the extent of
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color varieties these potential babies can be.



So, how is a ballet like a horse? ... meet Petrouchka!
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minutes between the click of a
camera can show us an alternative side! Never guess by these shots, but this is a champion dressage
mare, x-racehorse & at 16.3 hands, a favorite ride of a 6-year-old student! His 1st musical free-style kur
(ridden to the Star Wars theme) brought tears of relief to his parents’ eyes. When he picked her as his
favorite mount they had declared “he wants to ride, her? She’s so ...big!” Later that year he qualified her
for our Junior Olympic Invitational & was on the winning silver team. Her name is Petrouchka (French
spelling of the Russian ballet Petrushka, by Stravinsky, 1911). Not her racing name but renamed by her
original show owner who was an accomplished flautist thru many of his equestrian years. Her barn name
‘Pet’ was very fitting for this enchanting horse. A graceful ballerina in her own right, in Pet’s case, the
ballerina is a horse!

The Russian spelling of her name is this: ‘INeTpywka’ but we did not know how to pronounce that - lol! The
day we first saw her, she was recovering from a serious injury. In her pre-purchase exam, the veterinarian
felt she would be sound, regardless of the large scar that would mar her left hind leg. Well, the vet was
right, sort of. The mare became completely sound... but the scar obliged our treatments & shrunk to a
bare minimum, nearly invisible, never to bother her again.

Pet could jump as gracefully as her musical kurs were portrayed, but her preference was forever —
dressage.

for April: what is Mharlah? & what is Mhason?



Where would we be without volunteers!
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I ' j | ) Seeingdouble’?
No, this is Yvonne at 2 different shows we held in 2005. Mother to a super working student, she was also
our Concession Queen! Yvonne ran most of our concessions & assisted in our office from 2004-2008.

Whether a 10-year-old preps lesson horses or a pre-vet student schools a green event mount, working
students can be a huge asset. They work hard, listen well, & are fun to be around! Others share our arena
in a different way. We were blessed to have Jim be our announcer at several of our shows. | met him while
he was announcing the 1996 Paralympic Equestrian Games in Atlanta, Georgia. His kindness, gentle
demeanor & wonderful announcer’s voice always made the day better for all. Such a gentleman, | found
him refreshing, very vibrant & extremely knowledgeable. He had been announcing horse shows for many,
many years by the time we crossed paths. For one with his abilities & renown to volunteer, was such a
privilege to have him share our days.
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Some volunteers spend years with us. ‘Father Tom’ was a joy to child, adult, or critter - over 2 decades.



Many of us have favorite species. | love them all - mostly (rather afraid of spiders & not best friends with
roaches.... Oh well, we all have our faults; & weaknesses...).

Those who dislike cats complain about the same attitudes that people who like them speak of so fondly!

Just look at these sweeties! How could they not steal hearts? Innocence is so obvious. Quiet, gentle —
huggable —yes?

from this -

or this - to THIS!

Mhali & Dhelbirt are simply expressing yin & yang of their feline world. Cat lovers are giggling —for the
others I tell you — they are yawing! Magic is not just in the truth, butin how | captured the moment!



Some dreams become reality... this young lady joined our ranks to earn her keep like the center photo,
but her dream of learning to ride & be around horses grew when she fell in love with a horse she knew she
could never have... that horse came into my barn to be sold. His price was reasonable but not for a family
who couldn’t afford to purchase, let alone maintain such an animal. The bond was overwhelming to any
observer, especially her parents. | believe in dreams — after all, my soulmate Amik became proof that
dreams & reality can conjoin. | asked the child’s mother to make a proposal | could present the seller. The
price offered was nowhere near his sale price. The proposition how the family hoped to cover board,
lessons & training expenses was very creative. When the seller read my cover letter, they took the option
& this beautiful horse completed a dream. Not long after, another horse came up for sale... short version
is this young teen ended up with TWO horses... who loved her as much as she loved them.

Another irresistible connection: a family not equipped for horse ownership. But where there is
a will, they may be a way. Sensitive parents made a similar deal to add a horse into their daughter’s life.

And then... a young man who accepted that although he & a pony had something very
special, purchasing any horse was not within his family’s realm. The day the duo won an overall
Championship, unbeknownst to him, his grandmother made a $25 deposit to keep the pony off the
market while she figured out what to do next. Well, it worked. Time payments are not always something a
seller is willing to take, but there are times when the near impossible, becomes possible. These 3 kids &
their loving equines lucked out because 3 sellers could not resist the hearts they saw.
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(withy peetic license - Rebent Frost 1874—1963)

Peruse our website for more pictures & stories! For any who have missed issues of Amik’s Legacy or
stories published in Feather Sound News, click the link on our home page to catch up, or reminisce. For
those wishing to send a donation through Zelle please use info@EquestrianSpirits.ORG

Donations are always welcome for Petrouchka’s Pantry or Save the Animals at:
http://www.EquestrianSpirits.ORG. All proceeds are used only for animals so help goes

where the heart is! Pet & Durzo are forever grateful for your help feeding their friends.

Newsletter for Equestrian Spirits, Inc. 501(c)(3) EIN: 35-2384797 (863) 368-0775
www.EquestrianSpirits.ORG P.O. Box 237 - Morriston, Florida 32668

Very sincerely, and in the spirit of all who have gone on before me...

I thank you for your interest - Laurie L. Wolf
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