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Fall is in full swing with winter just around the corner for
some! Sending warmth towdrds the onset of chill & a gentle,

fulfilling holiday season! Happy Thanksgiving!!

In our semi-southern climate, we watch the mushrooms change, share our yard with the winter crows &
celebrate a tree we have been watching for many years.

Closing colors, at least here in the south, our trees may brown as other brilliances take over. We find a
teeny-tiny melon whose companions will expand their size soon enough, while fields of cooler time crops
take their turn letting us know our season is changing — once again. Happy Colors & Kind Weather to all!



Last month we celebrated our largest horse - how about now celebrating our... ‘smallests’!

1 Myrlyn still gets credit for being our smallest ever. In all these years, he holds the record for the teeniest
body, huge heart & sweetness beyond imagination. The small pony to his right is too short to have but the
littlest of riders aboard. The mini to his left ‘towered’ over him at a full 2.5” taller! 2 Rokit was such a grand
jumper. In our stable shows over a decade, he & other minis jumped within the same classes as ponies or
beginner riders. Pokit Rokit, with his favorite handler Father Tom, won more than all others combined!
Rokit measured 1.5” taller than Myrlyn, holding 2nd place as our smallest equine.

* %1 Mherin & her son Vhal are mini donks. One of our farriers JR Hall, is still
large on his knees trimming tiny hooves. Wonders often come in very small packages.




In October | asked ‘what are we doing here?’ The answer? ... slowly adding
pondwater from Bhud & Bhella’s original habitat to acclimate with our water supply. They came with
each other, a heater & aerator. Talk about upscale living! (get it? upscale??)

Can you guess who the newcomer is? It's easier than you might think!

Here is a close-up! Look to the far right of the school — a bit obvious —
look at Bhella’s size!!!! Moose says if she was a flying-fish her group would be called a flock!! LOL

| also asked what is plekko? Well, that’s a trick question. You see pleco is a ‘fish’. And in my own spirit
of silly, | spell it with 2 ‘k’s — so if you guessed right you are really astute, or know me that well! Lol.
Truth is, our pleco came with the huge koi donated by someone who manages to grow little creatures
into very big ones — hence coming to live with us when they outgrew previously suitable housing.
Hypostomus Plecostomus — pleco for short, is a ‘suckermouth’ bottom feeder often used to keep
domestic tanks clean. As an omnivore he eats algae, aquatic plants, or small crustaceans. Full-grown
captives can reach 15”. Able to breathe air, pleco rely on gills where oxygen is absorbed into their
stomach, increasing buoyancy & helping them feed. Bhud was impressed with his larger domain!

This is the month my father was born in. | inherited half my twisted humor from each parent but today
| honor Dad — so bear with me as | credit his silliness! He made up bedtime stories about me & my
sister, read from Winnie-the-Pooh, My Friend Flicka & mingled in Science Fiction! As a Princeton
Grad & New York ad exec, he sang us advertisement jingles, had me write lyrics to dozens of favorite
tunes so he could sing along harmonizing House of the Rising Sun... He took me to see West Side
Story, Camelot & numerous others on & off-Broadway. He also took my sister & | to see the Beatles at
Shea Stadium! His constant jokes & one-liners made me look at the world in such a different way
from many of my peers. To this day, | am known for my weirdness, equal only to my kindness. Dad
never got to see the ‘tub tricks’ my horses perform but | know he looks in on me & giggles, knowing
the critters are doing it for their fun, & my entertainment!



Just when | put my camera away, Gryfin ‘claimed’ his tub for a picture! He
is not the only one good at this game but so far, my camera lens had not managed a capture — till
now. Good boy Gryf! He stepped in, stood, then stepped back out without adding sand or dirt for us to
dump. He waited patiently while | retrieved my camera then remained in stance for breakfast, before
extracting his lovely legs. Gryfin was a Breeder Cup Nominee whose life challenges completely
thwarted any competitive career. Starved & brutalized by those sworn to protect animals, he is lucky
to have survived. Now handsome, safe & mature, he stands just over 16 hands (64" at the withers) &
is just as silly as our clever donks & ponies. Another winner in our talented tub tricks!

Meet Pheet & ... RePheet! Altho male & female calls are different & hens tend to be a bit larger, boys
& girls look quite a bit alike, don’t you agree? For every Guineafowl we ever harbored, they are all
called by one of 2 names: the rule stands that the 1st bird eyes are laid upon is immediately called
Pheet (sort of like one of the sounds they make). The next bird is automatically RePheet! Hence, in a
single day each may be called by either name any number of times. They have a gentle sense of
humor about it & will respond to either name but always in the correct order! (go figure! SO smart,
eh?) When we had 6 at one time they were Pheet, RePheet... & RePheet ... & RePheet... etc. Silly, |
know but... fun! Guineas mate for life, tend to deter foxes & LOVE to eat ticks!! (also scorpions &
maggots, eeeew). Hens & Cocks have different voices & calls but since seldom detached, it is not
usually necessary to tell them apart. Singular photos simply block out the other, right nearby...



Bird foods (salads included), dog foods (raw/frozen included), horse feeds (salads included), cat foods
(raw/frozen included), wildlife nutrients (salads & raw included), are just a touch of costs to keep
tummies full. In addition to canned or bagged balanced diets, ‘treats’ must be included as well. From dog
biscuits (at least twice a day), horse ‘muffins’ (& carrots every day), herbs for fowl (mixed with their
everyday fare) & kitty treats (on demand - lol), there is an entire world of animal nutrition that we excel at,
while we snack on our donuts & coffee ( - sort of; haha)

One ton of horse feed is 2000lbs. We use that amount every 6 days, year-round. That does not include
medications, supplements or axillary or specialty feeds for individual needs. To say nothing of our hay
supply —which is always our biggest expense. Thanks to Sparr & Triple J Ranch, both in Williston Florida,
our grazers never run low. Fowl, canine & feline tummies are satisfied with meals from Chewy, Sparr,
Darwin’s, Farmer’s Dog & my homemade herbal mixes. Our ‘armored dillo’ (Aharnhi), ‘possum’ (Zhighi),
land & water turtles eat just as uniquely. Squirrels, birds & wild ducks (seasonally) have a smorgasbord of
choices to keep their health & happiness up to par.
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Here are just a few of the supplements our equines rely on daily. Thanks, Finish Line Horse Products!!!



This is Rhett. She is a Red Rat Snake & lives with our dogs!

| just missed the photo of the century. After feeding this morning, the dogs returned to their yard. Our
Catahoula went to his trough to have a nice drink after his ‘fun-run’. Moose noticed the snake but as |
fidgeted with my phone camera, | got to see the dog & snake drinking at the same time, AND
approximately 8-10” away from each other. Both knew the other was there — unafraid & refreshed from the
crisp water. In my fumbling | distracted Rhett & she recoiled. She did stay for 3 ‘ok’ pictures but the best is
now only in our mind’s eye. What a grand shot that would have been! Due to the quietude we create in our
sanctuary, ‘wild’ turtles let dogs watch them lay eggs, while snakes settle right alongside, sharing warm
sun & safe harbor. Red Rats are a bit more shy than their yellow counterparts but once trusting, they
become extremely friendly. Although a bit concerned by me, Rhett & the dog are obviously great pals!
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in rascal, imp or prankster.) She is a highly resourceful critter. As colder days approach, she has been
‘squirreling away’ all the nuts & berries she can find. What she is doing here is simply ingenious. Tho a bit
hard to see, itis worth the post. She spent about a half hour tugging & fussing with the end of a
homemade lead rope. She managed to fray the end & was trying to take the entire length (over 6’) back to
her nest but it was attached to a chair! There is a loop on the end & several times she had it around her
neck which if you look closely, you might be able to see. She would then use her whole body to add to the
tug! | would have been happy to cut a piece for her, but | knew it would ruin the mood & maybe thwart her
attempts. She was so absorbed; | got within 2’ of her wrangling & she could care less — she wanted that
‘fray’ to go home with her!!!! Knaviesh lives right out our back door. The cats never bother any ‘house
squirrels’ (they don’t live in the house, just very near) & are a total joy to watch — but this, was the best!



on Earth, is wrong with this dog?? And what is Ridge?? Happy month of Thanks!

Every month (almost), | pose a question for our readers. It has been fun to see how many enjoy the game!
One person in particular plays each month & so far has scored a 98%! (She didn’t even know | was
keeping score! Kidding — | set these up just for the fun). The animals love giving me my ideas but as 2025
is closing, | want to thank those who have played my guessing game, sent compliments & even

donations! A note for a time of giving, we are funded only through donations.

Equestrian Spirits is all about critters, but we care about human animals as well. | have so many quotes
in me but I’'m reminded of others in our circle who believe as we do. Our November, Thanksgiving quote
was brought back to me by a wonderful couple, a special mom, 2 awesome kitties & a guardian spirit dog.
What begins as a client, blossoms into kindred friendship. Take a look around & be part of a change that
will ease or complete your heart. Thank you RoXie family!

Please consider donating to Pheet & RePheet’s Thanksgiving Fund or Save the

Animals at: www.EquestrianSpirits.ORG. Proceeds are used specifically for animals as our board is

volunteer. Help us mend broken hearts & damaged bodies as they find a path to ‘redefine their lives’...
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Very sincerely, and in the spirit of all who hdve gone on before me... many thanks for your interest - Laurie L. Wolf
copyright LLW 2025(c)
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