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As an animal sanctuary, there is a plethora of paths that lead animals to our door. There are also paths that
lead us... to them.

It was a Wednesday. Over a decade ago we had two, very pregnant kittens dumped in our driveway. Since our
front gate was always locked, they were abandoned much too close to a well-traveled road.

Cat number one, was a very small golden girl whose belly was by far the largest part of her. She could barely
move. Too young to be so full of babies.

Cat number two, was slightly larger, but also still a kitten herself. A bit more comfortable in her pregnancy, we
were unable to approach her upon our initial meeting.

Concerned the gold momma would not survive birthing, we took her directly to a veterinarian who agreed a
cesarian section might be needed. The kindly fellow then said to take her home and if she began with any
troubles, call him immediately and he would care for her - day... or night. The short and happy ending is that
four days later, on Easter Sunday, six tiny but beautiful kittens managed to come into our world without
surgery. The vet gave detailed check-ups to all so Ghrayce (mom), her two little girls and four boys could live
together, happily ever after.

Skhamp was the tuxedo momma who had her own five kits three days after Ghrayce had hers. The difference
was, we were eventually able to catch her kittens, but Skhamp evaded capture until she managed to produce
five more lovely children. At that point we were finally able to ‘capture’ her with the second five.

Spaying and neutering all eleven along with Ghrayce and her children, allowed the colony to spend the rest
of their lives together.

Two abandoned, pregnant kittens, who added 16 new lives to the world, were lucky to be dropped at the
gates of a Forever Home Animal Sanctuary. Many others are not as lucky.

Throughout the years we have taken in small animals that other rescues were unable to re-home. An attack
cat, a young dog who would barely move due to depression, an attack rabbit (yes, truthfully), elders, and
some simply ‘unsociables” who no one wanted, nor most likely should have had. Whenever possible, we let
those settle into our sanctuary, making room to aid adoption programs at other facilities.

Equestrian Spirits is a non-profit safe-haven for many species. We spay and neuter our dogs, cats, and rabbits
so they can co-mingle comfortably without further numbers. Since animals like Skhamp, Ghrayce, and their
offspring get to stay with us, that allows other willing homes to be open to those not as lucky. Although we do
not re-home, we do help various adoption centers find kind placements with safe families.

As a Forever home, residents do not live in cages or kennels. Although we have confinement available for
emergencies, necessary medical care or transport to a vet, our cats live in houses or buildings we call a



Khatteri where they have toys, climbing supplies, all the food, water, treats, bedding and hide-a-ways cats
prefer. Fans, heaters, lighting, flowing water, music and a wide variety of natural parasite control is part of
their everyday life. Whether in a house or Khatteri, there are places for us to sit and enjoy their company,
while they enjoy ours!

Our love is free but food, shelter, and medical care come with a cost. Our board of directors is unpaid but as
much as our feed suppliers and vets try to help, they must have a charge to keep their own doors open. As a
501(c)(3), donations are tax deductible. If you would like to help animals like Ghrayce and Skhamp families,
or read more happy ‘animal tales’, check out our website www.EquestrianSpirits.ORG. All donations are
greatly appreciated and go directly to the animals and our Carl Jensen Memorial Farm Fund to allow us to
rehabilitate and harbor those in need. Thank you and have a comfortable summer!
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